E ach year in the January issue of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery we acknowledge the many individuals who devote their time and effort to making sure that we can publish the outstanding articles that make such a difference in the care of our patients. Please take the time to review the list of reviewers and, in the front, the members of our Editorial Board and International Advisory Board. All of these people donate their time, without financial compensation, to contribute to our efforts to continually supply our readers and the broader medical communities with information that will help them make a difference in patient care, research, and education.
First and foremost, I would like to thank the many individuals who serve as reviewers for our manuscripts. The strength of a peer-reviewed journal is in the strength of its reviewers. It is no small task to review one article. We receive almost 1000 articles submitted for consideration each year. Each article is reviewed by at least two reviewers and occasionally three. In many cases, the review of a single article may take a significant period of time out of the reviewer's life and practice. The individuals listed in this journal have all done at least three reviews in 2005, and some many more than that. This list does not even include the individuals who have reviewed one or two papers for us. In order to be selected as a reviewer, the individuals are usually leaders in their fields, in clinical practice, and in the development and dissemination of basic science and clinical knowledge. For them to take time from their other important activities to support our journal, with no more fanfare than this one small acknowledgment, is a measure of their significant and genuine contribution to our specialty. It is a privilege to have had them review and evaluate our manuscripts, and to all these people, I give my most sincere thanks.
I have been extremely fortunate to work over the last five years with Louanne Wheeler, our Managing Editor. She is the primary person who is responsible for making sure that manuscripts are processed efficiently and with great care and quality. She is also the person who takes care of the day-to-day operational issues and keeps the journal office running smoothly. Supporting her in the editorial offices at the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery (AAO-HNS) in Alexandria are Jeanne McIntyre, Communications Business Unit Leader; Dain Oswald, Assistant Managing Editor; and Sheila Bodner and Eileen Cavanagh, Editorial Assistants. I would also like to thank Dr. David Nielsen, the Executive Vice President of the Academy; Immediate Past President Dr. Robert Maisel; current President Dr. Ron Cannon; and the Boards of Directors of the Academy, the Foundation, and the American Academy of Otolaryngic Allergy, who have continued to prioritize the activities of the journal while providing sound advice and guidance. Dr. K.J. Lee has graciously assumed the responsibilities of International Editor with enthusiasm and his efforts have strengthened the international outreach of the journal so remarkably built by our former International Editor, Dr. Gene Myers.
I would also like to thank the many professional and conscientious people in the publishing offices at Elsevier. These include Cynthia Baudendistel, the Executive Publisher; Jami Walker, Assistant Publisher; and Michele Wilmunder, Issue Manager. They have worked closely with us to improve the operations of the journal, to improve its appearance and readability, to strengthen the online journal and to assure that the product is what our readers expect and deserve. Their knowledge of publishing processes, experience with multiple peer-reviewed scientific journals, and website expertise are key to the accomplishments that we have experienced in 2005. There are a number of other individuals who have played substantial roles both in the AAO-HNS and at Elsevier who are not mentioned, but their hard work is of utmost importance to our ability to publish Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery.
I would also like to recognize the Associate Editors for their hard work and efforts. With the dramatic increase in submissions that we have experienced over the past few years and with the launch of Editorial Manager, their workload has correspondingly increased. They have taken on this increase in responsibility with diligence and without skipping a beat. Similarly, our full Editorial Board has also responded, prioritizing the work of the journal despite their multiple other responsibilities and commitments. I would particularly like to recognize the members who are completing their terms on the Editorial Board. I am thankful for your years of effort and service. In addition, I would like to recognize the members of our International Advisory Board who have provided so much insight to us as we become more and more global. I would like to welcome Dr. Richard Rosenfeld, the Editor-Elect; the new members of the Editorial Board; and the new members of the International Advisory Board.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the many authors who have chosen our journal for submission of the fruits of their hard work and study. They have many choices as to where to send their manuscripts, and increasingly they choose to send them to Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. We have worked hard to create a journal that is deserving of their efforts, by improving the quality and visibility of the journal, maintaining high ethical standards, and supporting our sponsoring academies and our many international colleagues. I am grateful for the many excellent submissions, although we cannot publish them all. And last, I want to recognize our subscribers and readers, the people who drive the engine that allows our journal to grow and prosper.
I am looking forward to 2006, my final year as Editor. It is my commitment to you that our Editorial Board, Elsevier, and I will continue to do everything in our power to provide to you a journal that will continue to make an impact in our specialty for improving patient care, for the education of the otolaryngology community, and for stimulating investigators and scientists to develop further studies and investigation.
Michael S. Benninger, MD Editor-in-Chief
The Journal could not exist without our many dedicated manuscript reviewers. Between November 1, 2004, and October 31, 2005 , a total of 1,461 reviews were performed. The nearly 200 reviewers listed below (including the Associate Editors, in boldface), have all completed three or more reviews. Many others have done one or two. We thank all of them for their participation.
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